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Court Operations
• Provides a comprehensive overview of the fiscal operations of the 

Commonwealth’s Circuit and District Courts.  
• The information comes from various sources to show both the 

courts’ collections and their general operating expenses.  
• Both the Circuit and District Courts collect fines, fees, and costs 

for the adjudication of cases which come before the courts.  
• Circuit Courts also record and maintain numerous official 

documents and, in connection with these duties, collect fees, taxes, 
and other funds for deposit in both the Commonwealth’s and 
locality treasuries.  

• The Courts also hold funds for others and amounts pending the 
adjudication of cases; this report does not include these amounts.
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Report Recommendations

Recommendation 1:

The General Assembly may wish to consider having the 
Compensation Board change its method of determining 
the allocation of excess fees to using a base line 
minimum and then having the Clerk allocate the amount 
in excess of the baseline to both the Commonwealth and 
the Locality.
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Report Recommendations

Recommendation 2:

The General Assembly may wish to consider 
amending the Code of Virginia and eliminating the 
commission charged by the Clerk on 
Commonwealth and locality collections. 

Further, the General Assembly may wish to direct 
that the District Courts deposit their collections 
directly in the Commonwealth or locality 
Treasurer, therefore increasing the opportunity for 
interest earnings.
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Report Recommendations
• In fiscal 2007, the Commonwealth paid the 

Circuit Court Clerks $4.4 million to deposit 
District Court Collections in the State 
Treasury

• District Courts are capable of making direct 
deposits to the State Treasury

• District Courts provide the Circuit Court 
Clerks the information to make the Deposit

• There is also the opportunity for increased 
interest earnings by more timely deposits
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