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GERIATRIC RELEASE

• Inmates who reach age 60 and have served at least 
10 years, or 

• Reach age 65 and have served at least 5 years are 
eligible for parole consideration regardless of the 
date of their offense

• However, a qualified inmate must request 
consideration by the Board as it is not automatic.

Virginia Code Section 53.1‐40.01 2



Geriatric Release Eligibility of SR Confined 
Population as of June 30, 2013

Geriatric Release Eligibility of SR Confined Population as of June 30, 2013

Currently Parole Eligible Parole Eligible in the Future NOT Parole Eligible

Geriatric Release Eligibility Date Cumulative # % of Total SR Cumulative # % of Total SR Cumulative # % of Total SR
Through FY2013 500 1% 78 <1% 273 1%

FY2014 574 2% 93 <1% 384 1%

FY2015 661 2% 112 <1% 484 1%

FY2016 752 2% 139 <1% 616 2%

FY2017 837 2% 162 <1% 749 2%

FY2018 908 2% 192 <1% 878 2%

After FY2018 2,203 6% 855 2% 4,986 14%

Scheduled to be Released Prior to 
Geriatric Eligibility

1,001 3% 823 2% 26,318 72%

Not Eligible for Geriatric Release 117 <1% 82 <1% 262 1%

VADOC Statistical Analysis & Forecast Unit.  August 2013.
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GERIATRIC RELEASE

Eligibility of SR Confined Population as of June 30, 2013

Currently Geriatric Eligible

Geriatric Consideration
Eligibility Date Cumulative # % of Total SR

Before FY2014 851 2%

FY2014 1,051 3%

FY2015 1,257 3%

FY2016 1,507 4%

FY2017 1,748 5%

After FY2017 7,803 21%

VADOC Statistical Analysis & Forecast Unit.  August 2013.
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Inmates Eligible for Geriatric Release Consideration
• Conditional Geriatric Release Clause (§53.1‐40.01) allows certain inmates who were NOT 
convicted of a Class 1 Felony to apply for early release. To be eligible to apply for Geriatric Release:

• Must be at least 60 years old AND served at least 10 years OR
• Must be at least 65 years old AND served at least 5 years

• Between 2003 and 2012 there has been a 135% increase in the number of inmates eligible for 
Geriatric Release (339 to 797)

• 176 of 797 eligible inmates applied for Geriatric Release in CY2012 and only 5 were granted

• The majority of geriatric inmates released were released after completing their sentence, NOT 
through a special release mechanism

*Source:  Virginia Parole Board Geriatric Caseload Summaries

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012
60 to 64 191 50% 232 51% 295 51% 330 51% 398 50%
65+ 194 50% 222 49% 283 49% 323 49% 399 50%
Total Eligible 385 454 578 653 797
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Most Serious Offense of Inmates Considered for Geriatric Release
CY2004 ‐ 2012

• Most inmates considered for Geriatric Release between CY2004 and CY2012 
committed either Homicide or Rape/Sexual Assault

Source:  Virginia Parole Board Geriatric Caseload Summaries

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012

Homicide 12 31% 15 42% 28 47% 58 45% 63 36%

Rape/Sexual Assault 12 31% 10 28% 14 24% 37 29% 53 30%

Abduction 1 3% 1 3% 2 3% 2 2% 4 2%

Robbery 2 5% 1 3% 3 5% 9 7% 21 12%

Assault 0 0% 4 11% 9 15% 2 2% 10 6%

Weapons 0 0% 1 3% 0 0% 4 3% 1 <1%

Burglary/B&E 2 5% 0 0% 0 0% 2 2% 2 1%

Larceny/Fraud 1 3% 1 3% 1 2% 6 4% 5 3%

Sex Offense 1 3% 0 0% 1 2% 3 2% 4 2%

Drug Sales/Possession 3 8% 3 8% 1 2% 6 4% 13 7%

39 36 59 129 176
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Primary Offense by Age Groups
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• 81% of the age 65+ inmates and 71% of inmates in the 60‐64 age group are 
incarcerated for a violent crime. This compares to only 58% of the younger inmates

• The most common offense for older inmates is rape/sexual assault
•22% of the 60‐64 age group
•35% of the 65+ age group
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Number of Prior SR Incarcerations by Age Group
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• 80% of the 65+ group are serving their first SR incarceration
• 68% of the 60‐64 group are serving their first SR incarceration
• 53% of the 50‐59 group are serving their first SR incarceration
• 62% of the Under 50 group are serving their first SR incarceration

Source:  VADOC Statistical Analysis & Forecast Unit, September 10, 2013
Prior SR Incarcerations includes all prior periods of incarceration in Virginia for an SR sentence.
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Age at 
Sentence  Under 50  50 ‐ 59  60 ‐ 64 65+ 

Under 18  643 2% 33 <1%  2 <1% 0 0%
18‐24  10,692 35% 399 8% 56 7% 17 3%
25‐29  6,484 21% 372 8% 55 7% 20 3%
30‐34  4,932 16% 375 8% 59 7% 39 6%
35‐39  3,531 12% 376 8% 67 8% 37 6%
40‐44  2,852 9% 445 9% 76 9% 40 7%
45‐49  1,503 5% 1,059 22% 67 8% 46 8%
50‐54  ‐ ‐ 1,373 28% 82 10% 50 8%
55‐59  ‐ ‐ 427 9% 198 24% 71 12%
60‐64  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 161 20% 115 19%
65+  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 166 28%

30,637 4,859 823 601

FY2012 SR Confined Population
Age at Sentencing by Age Groups

SOURCE: VADOC Statistical Analysis & Forecast Unit, September 10, 2013

• Under 50 group:  83% 
sentenced between 18‐39 
(58% sentenced by age 29)

• 50‐59 group:  68% 
sentenced between 40‐59 
(59% sentenced age 45+)

• 60‐64 group:  54% 
sentenced age 50+ (20% 
sentenced 60+)

• 65+ group :  67% sentenced 
age 50+ (47% sentenced 
age 60+)
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Reasons for Geriatric Release Denial
CY2004‐2012

• Most inmates considered for Geriatric Release between CY2004 and CY2012 were 
denied due to seriousness of their crimes

• Reasons for not applying for Geriatric Release include annual discretionary parole 
reviews and inmates not wanting to be released

*Source:  Virginia Parole Board Geriatric Caseload Summaries
Other Type of Release includes Releases Due to Medical Reasons, Releases to Discretionary Parole, and Death

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012

Denied – Serious Nature of Crimes 34 87% 31 86% 53 90% 116 90% 146 83%

Denied – Risk to Community 1 3% 2 6% 1 2% 3 2% 23 13%

Other Type of Release 2  5% 1 3% 0 0% 1 1% 2 1%

Granted 2 5% 2 6% 5 8% 9 7% 5 3%

Total Considered 39 36 59 129 176
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GERIATRIC RELEASE

CHALLENGES
– A qualified inmate must request consideration by 
the Board as review is not automatic.

– Inmates requesting geriatric release do not receive 
a personal interview either from a Board member 
or Parole Examiner.

– The review is conducted solely from information in 
the inmate’s institutional file.
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