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The PostThe Post--Conviction StatusConviction Status

• All cases with conviction information have 
been transferred to the contract lab

• More than 50% have been returned with 
results

• Moving steadily toward completion
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Where we beganWhere we began

• Retrieval of 534,000 – or a half million case 
files. This project had no precedent

• Identifying and securing relevant case files as 
evidence 
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Swabs and cuttingsSwabs and cuttings
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The 10% SamplingThe 10% Sampling
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Press ReleasePress Release
December 14, 2005December 14, 2005
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ExpansionExpansion

“I believe a look back at these retained case 
files is the only morally acceptable course, and 
what truth they can bring only bolsters 
confidence in our system.  Our Department of 
Forensic Science has taken an impartial, 
scientific and unrelenting approach to this 
review…” Gov. Warner
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FullFull ReviewReview

Criteria for selection

• Evidence in the case file

• Named Suspect

• Conviction
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Involving StakeholdersInvolving Stakeholders

¬Commonwealth’s Attorneys
¬Law Enforcement
¬Innocence Project
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Obtaining Conviction InformationObtaining Conviction Information

• DFS requested assistance of: 
¬Virginia State Police
¬Clerks of the Court
¬Commonwealth’s Attorneys
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The Independent LabThe Independent Lab

• Utilized to not affect current casework
• ASCLD/LAB accredited

• In February, 2007, DFS began transferring the 
first cases to the contract lab for testing
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Current StatusCurrent Status
PostPost--Conviction Project CasesConviction Project Cases

• 797 cases have been sent to the contract laboratory

• 406 cases have results returned

• 369 cases presently at the  contract lab

• 148 cases awaiting conviction status
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GrantGrant

• The Post-Conviction DNA testing grant was 
awarded by NIJ this past month in the amount 
of $4.52 million.
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August 6, 2008 August 6, 2008 –– September 9, 2008September 9, 2008

• DOC provided information to DFS 
• DFS met with VSP on August 12, 2008
• DFS provided data to VSP on August 13, 2008
• Addresses received from VSP and DOC in 

early September
• Mailing began September 9, 2008
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Letters sent in September based on Letters sent in September based on 
Department of Corrections InformationDepartment of Corrections Information

DOC 
164 addresses

36 deceased 116 letters mailed
9/9/08

50 “are the
persons”

12 need more information
(DOC researching)

1 Postcard
“not the person”

57 letters
with delivery 

status unknown 
or unclear

8 letters
returned as 

undeliverable
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Letters sent in SeptemberLetters sent in September

240 letters sent 
US First Class 
and Certified

73 letters 
returned 

as undeliverable
(VSP researching)

46 Certified Mail cards 
returned and 
signed by a

non-addressee

81 
Individuals 

acknowledged
receipt

40 letters
with delivery 

status unknown 
or unclear
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October 2008October 2008

• October 6, 2008
¬ Information received from VSP

• 33 Deceased
• 55 Incarcerated – sent to DOC for further research
• 200 addresses provided

• October 7, 2008
¬200 letters sent Certified Mail and U.S. First Class 

Mail
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In SummaryIn Summary

• Awaiting addressee receipt from letters mailed 
October 7, 2008

• Further information from DOC and VSP on 
some letters mailed in September is 
forthcoming

• VSP is continuing research on individuals 
whose address has not yet been identified


