2 Qur Assets

Preservation of our Natural Resources

Is Vital to the Economic Development
of the Eastern Shore




Our Core Assets

e The longest stretch of undeveloped coastline on the East Coast.

e An internationally acclaimed biosphere of pristine barrier islands, marshlands, bays,
and forest.

e A narrow peninsula bordered by the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean (just a few
minutes’ drive from Bayside to Seaside), with water sunrises and sunsets.

e A countryside of patchwork family farms, historic hamlets, and waterside
villages/towns. Small-town America, Southern hospitality

 Miles of undeveloped beaches. ‘
e An enduring community attuned to the rhythms of the land and water.
» World-class bird-watching.- - '
¢ World-class fishing and hunting.
e Chincoteague Island, family beach resort and home of the famous wild ponies.
e Tangier Island, a village of working watermen with traditions dating back to the1600s.
e The Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel.
e NASA Wallops and rocket launches.

All of this within an easy half day drive from the mid-Atlantic’s major cities.






The Eastern Shore Brand

Brand Mission

To attract visitors,
u stimulate economic
Na(%u development, and

protect the region’s
unspoiled ecosystems
and local communities.

EASTERN SHORE, VA



Tourism Strategy

A Regional, community-wide Economic
. Development initiative.

E" Efforts Spearheaded by the Eastern Shore

- Tourism Commission

e Public / Private partnerships create
opportunities for leveraging o_fécthe assets &
maximizing our limited resources '
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Virginia Tourism Commission

e Creating Partnerships between State, Local,
and Private entities

e Offering unigue marketing opportunities for
the region and our businesses

. Attractmg major media outlets to
partnershlp with the Iocal Tourism
‘Commission -~
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* Success to Date




Free Media Placements
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FJ&ww.esvatourism.org

e 80 percent-of travel plans made online
e 1.6 million visitors annually
e New website Under development
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7 GUIDE

www.esvatourism.org

Eastern Shore Travel
Guide:
Record Breaking
150,000 Copies

O Leading tourism piece for the ES

O Shipped in bulk to State Welcome Centers and
travel organizations

O Sent to 200 media organizations

O Tourist info requests



Eastern Shore
Welcome Center

come!

55,000 + visitors
since mid-August .




Eastern ShQre\_/:\/eIcom.e Center
Tourist Snapshot: Survey Results

\

Features attracted themto ES: Get-A-\Way(52%); Beachesi(36%) and Nature (36%)
 Most frequently visited towns: Chincoteague Island, (43%) Cape Charles (39%),
Onancock (22%) Exmore (13%) Wachapreague (11%) and Parksley (5%)

* Visit Duratlon 50% drlvmg thia had few hours or d- "
14% - 1 week, 26% - 2-3 days (Weekend)
* Return? 95% said Yes!







Economic Benefits
Other Shore Industries

=% * Aquaculture - Clam Aquaculture alone is a $40+ million a year industry
employing hundreds of Eastern Shore Residents
\ « Agriculture - The Eastern Shore is a leading producer of Tomatoes, Green
¥ Beans, and many other crops.

“%x * Research — Millions of dollars in local annual ecological and biological
¥ research alone employing over 100 people, engaging over 100 volunteers, and
' ﬂ enhancmg our understandlng of how our ecosystem functlons
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B How V}gmla Sumﬁorts Sus nable
i ECOﬂEqu,C D’éﬁaopment on t Shore\







4 Year Colleges

University of Virginia Long Term Ecological
Research Center at Oyster

William& Mary - Virginia Institute of Marine
Science at Wachapreague

Virginia Tech Agricultural Research &
Extension Center

Marine Science Consortium at Wallops Island




Department of Environmental Quality

e Coastal Zone Management Program
e Seaside Water Trail
e Community Planning Training & Research
e Coordinated Research Efforts |
e Marine Spatial Planning near & offshore







e Unplanned / Poorly Planned Growth
e \Water Quality
« Natural Space Preservation
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Increase & | |mprove cmmunlcatlonl
- between State & Local Gov't W
' facilitate economlc development

iy | opportunltles that build on our core
~ “assets and stpe%hen the industries
~ that form-.our economic base.
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Natural Area Preservation

The Eastern Shore is an ideal
location to focus resources to

achieve the cherﬁo‘,ﬁ_La.ndr—- ——s

Cons' ation Gc ontmue a

| - = - = 2 ,'—'"‘ !I'. ﬂ
- 1 o. 'C d Itl ' . ’ eC --_‘--\1 > ,@ :_:.j.‘:‘_ - .
_w - _". - . i R o' e -_.”.'_; 2

=

=

"'lllu;;"



-

| Sustainable Fisheries
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Awareness

Yes Virginia... There is an Eastern Shore




The Eastern Shore of Virginia is on it’s way to
becoming a prime example of how sustainable
community & economic development can
evolve as a result of bold initiatives by

government and_non-governmental entities
combined with a commitment by community
and State leaders to achieve ambitious
initiatives set with an awareness of
comprehensive rather than specific success
goals... but we can’t do it alone.




