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Background
® School divisions conduct triennial census of
5-19 year olds residing in the district
® Counts determine appropriation of state sales
and use tax for public education
* VDOE provides guidelines
®

Planning and execution left to local school
boards
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Background

School divisions must:
— Appoint census director
— Prepare budget
— Develop schedule
— Plan method for conducting census
— Conduct census
— Tabulate census counts
— Follow-up on nonrespondents
— Evaluate data
— Report count to VDOE
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Issues - Inaccurate or incomplete
identification of target population

Ineligible units

Census Frame:

School division list of
possible residences of
5-19 year olds

Target population:
All 5-19 years olds
residing in school
division

¢ Developing list of where all children may be
living is very challenging
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Issues - Widely varying methods for
obtaining responses

Face-to-face enumeration Mail and web-based forms

e Higher accuracy, * Lower cost
Completion, and e |ower accuracy,
pal’ticipation rates Completion’ and

* Higher cost participation rates
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Issues - Poor or inconsistent training of
census enumerators

* VDOE recommends % to 1 day training sessions
* VDOE recommended topics:

— Background on triennial census

— Safety

— State laws pertaining to triennial census

— Overall school organization

— Review of forms and instructions

— Practice enumeration

— Accounting purposes

— Respondent refusal

¢ Training is inconsistent and often inadequate
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Issues— Differences in Questionnaire
Design
e Standard form should be used throughout
entire operation

¢ Different questionnaires can affect quality and
accuracy of data

* |n triennial census, localities can use sample
form from VDOE or design their own
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VDOE Sample Form
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IMPORTANT e VERY IMPORTANT FOR MADISON COUNTY PARENTS
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Analysis

When counts are inaccurate, the amount of tax money
received per child is not the same for all localities.

¥

Too much tax money

Overcoverage Undercoverage
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allocated to locality

¢

allocated to locality
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_-II'lIIIIIlI- DEMOGRAPHICS & WORKFORCE SECTION Weldis Couper Center for Public Service University of Virginia 17

Actual Tax Money Distribution per Child in 2007
$1,000 -
g i Southampton County,
$950 Caroline County, $921 Martmswllf city, $928 919
L ]
5900 -
Equal share per
child, $768 ”
850 -
s L
$800 - o’ . ) ° o e
2 ° ° 8 2 ® o ° = a g ™ =
$750 . woo s o ° & of .
% ° o L - L o o . ]
° e® @ L] ® @ o - "
700 - . ® °
s e e e . . ™ * o . ., L
[ ] ® L ]
$650 4 o ®e o . . N
L °
L]

2600 Covington city, $607 - -

4550 Goochlg;gfounty, Portsmouth city, $582

$500 13




Option 2

Establish statewide triennial census plan and provide

support for school divisions.
® Standardized procedures and requirements

e Standard, fully-tested questionnaire and training
materials

* State-level census directors provide local support

® Streamlines census process, resulting in more
consistent and reliable counts of school-age
population
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Option 3

Appoint Weldon Cooper Center to provide annual
estimates of school-age population.

* Cooper Center has expertise, experience, and
techniques to provide annual estimates

* Consistent, timely, reliable results for a fraction of
the current costs

e Distribution of tax money would actually be
proportional to the number of students living in
each locality

—Iil"llllllll DEMOGRAPHICS & WORKFORCE SECTION Weldon Cooper Center for Pablic Service Universiy of Virginia

22

10/15/2008

11



Option 4

Appoint Cooper Center, as above, but include triennial
census option.

® Provide school districts with preliminary
distribution plan based on Cooper Center estimates
for all localities

* Localities can accept or reject estimate
* Improves accuracy and reduces overall cost

* Offers mitigation strategy for potential local
dissatisfaction with new method
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Summary

* Accurate census is complex, demanding, requires
many resources

® Current practice is inadequate

e Several alternatives would provide more accurate
data and reduce costs

* Change is likely to cause shifts in funding shares

e Change is necessary to equalize amount of
money distributed per child
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Contact Information

Susan A. Perrone

Statistician, Demographics and Workforce
susan.perrone@virginia.edu
434.982.5690

www.coopercenter.org/demographics
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