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Virginia’s College and Career Readiness Initiative
is designed to:

— Ensure that college-ready standards in reading,
writing and mathematics are taught in each
Virginia high school classroom.

— Strengthen students’ preparation for college and
the work force before leaving high school.
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 The CCRI builds on 15 years of establishing,
implementing, and revising learning standards and
assessment-based accountability.

— Rigorous content standards were developed and
implemented in the 1990s; tests are in place for
mathematics, English, science, and history and social
science.

— The most recent revisions (2009 and 2010) led to more
rigorous content standards that are supported as college
and career ready by nationally recognized organizations,

the College Board, ACT, and Achieve.
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Readiness Initiative
Five Components

Define College and Career Ready Performance Expectations.

2. Develop elective “capstone courses” for students who need
additional support to be college ready.

3. Provide technical assistance and professional development
to Virginia’s educators.

4. Align state assessments to the new standards, and include
guantitative indicators of college readiness on certain end-
of-course tests.

5. Identify accountability measures and incentives for schools
to increase the percentage of students who graduate high
school having demonstrated college and career ready levels

of achievement. .
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Virginia’s College and Career Ready
Performance Expectations

* Define the level of performance students must reach
to be academically prepared to enter and
successfully complete credit-bearing courses in
English and mathematics in college.

e With support from SREB, are being developed
collaboratively with higher education faculty and
finalized with agreement from Virginia Community
College System and the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia (SCHEV).
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Virginia’s College and Career Ready
Performance Expectations

e Are based on Virginia’s Standards of Learning (SOL) and
align to college and career ready standards of the
Common Core State Standards.

 English Performance Expectations are complete and
available at:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/college career
readiness/index.shtml#expectations.

* Mathematics Performance Expectations are expected

to be presented to the Board of Education in February
2011.
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Quantitatively Defining College Readiness

e Virginia is developing new SOL assessments that align
to the revised mathematics and English Standards of
Learning adopted in 2009 and 2010, respectively.

 The tests are being developed to provide a college
ready achievement level on certain end-of-course
tests.

 On relevant tests, the college ready score will replace
the current advanced proficient score.

* Proficiency will continue to define the level of

achievement needed to verify a course credit.
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Developing Courses to Prepare More Students

e By the end of students’ junior year in high school, they
have test-based indicators of their level of college and

career readiness.

e VDOE is developing capstone courses in English and
mathematics to support students who need to reach
higher levels of achievement to be successful in entry-
level credit-bearing courses in college.

 VDOE plans to work with at least two school divisions
to develop course materials with the goal of piloting
the capstone courses in the 2011-2012 school year.
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Professional Development

e For the CCRI to be successful, educators must have
access to and participate in appropriate professional
development.

 VDOE has identified existing funds that allow VDOE
and school divisions to work with partners—such as
institutions of higher education—to develop and
implement high quality professional development.

 We will continue to work with partners to identify
additional opportunities to support implementation
with fidelity.
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Accountability Measures and Incentives

* |ncentives consistent with meeting CCRI goals are
ouilt into the Virginia Index of Performance (VIP)
orogram that recognizes schools and divisions for
exceeding minimum achievement expectations.

 Developing public reports that provide
information on postsecondary enrollment and
credits earned (as required by the State Fiscal
Stabilization Fund).
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Research Supports the CCRI

 Focused on understanding high school indicators
associated with enrollment in college, placement,
and passing grades (C or better) in entry-level
credit-bearing courses.

e Results are used to inform all aspects of the CCRI
work and communicate achievement levels
students need for college and career success.
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Algebra Il and a lab science (e.g., chemistry)

Participation in college-level coursework adds value

Coursework — Dual enrollment
- Advanced Placement courses
— IB programs
Diploma type ° Advanced studies
* Reading: Advanced proficient
* Writing: Advanced proficient
SOL . .
Algebra I: Advanced proficient
outcomes .
Geometry:  Advanced proficient
* Algebrall:  Advanced or near advanced proficient
Other * College ready on external assessments (e.g., SAT, ACT)

*Based on preparation for success in four-year schools, and enrollment in credit-bearing (non-
developmental) courses in Virginia’s two-year schools.
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Contact Information
Deborah L. Jonas, Ph.D.
Executive Director for Research and Strategic Planning

Virginia Department of Education
Deborah.Jonas@doe.virginia.gov

For more information, visit:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/college career readiness/
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