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The   four-­year   trend   for   Blue  Ridge  PBS   (WBRA-­TV,  Roanoke/WMSY-­TV,  Marion   /WSBN-­
TV,  Norton)  regarding  funding  from  the  Commonwealth  (based  on  $$  approved  and  budgeted  at  
the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year,  which  in  some  cases  experienced  mid-­year  reductions):  
  

FY2008      FY2009      FY2010      FY2011  
ITS   $528,858      $502,917      $425,474      $294,239  
CSG   $566,832      $538,418      $461,974      $143,669  
  
Funding  budgeted  in  Fiscal  Year  2011  (Ending  June  30,  2011):      
ITS  Contract  for  FY11:       $406,957  
CSG:               $325,941  
  
Funding  from  the  Commonwealth  is  vital  to  BLUE  RIDGE  PBS.    It  provides  direct  support  for  
teachers   and   students   in   the   classrooms   of   42   school   districts.      With   the   network   of   three  
television   transmitters   that   comprise   BLUE   RIDGE   PBS,   we   service   26,000   square   miles   of  
Virginia      42   school   districts,   200,000   students   and   3,000   teachers   with   on-­air,   online   and  
community   outreach   programs   that   impact   the   most   economically   challenged   portions   of   the  
Commonwealth.    
  
The   ITS   funding   provides   the   resources   for   BLUE   RIDGE   PBS
Department  to  provide  professional  development  training  directly  to  hundreds  of  teachers  (over  
500  teachers  in  the  past  three  years).    BLUE  RIDGE  PBS  also  provides  a  library  of  video  content  
(of  more  than  3,000  hours)  that  is  broadcast  throughout  the  school  year  for  use  in  the  classroom  
and   is   available   for   on-­line   streaming.      This   content   is   available   to   all   42   school   districts  
throughout   BLUE   RIDGE   PBS we  manage   video   streaming   services  
provided   to   schools  by  United  Streaming.     By  aggregating   these   services,  BLUE  RIDGE  PBS  
saved   the  42  school  districts  more   than  $240,000  during   the  2010   school  year.  Savings  of   this  
type  have  been  in  place  for  the  past  seven  years.    Additionally,  Blue  Ridge  PBS  partners  with  the  
private   McGlothlin   Foundation   from   Bristol,   VA   and   Radford   University   to   present   The  
McGlothlin   Awards   for   Excellence   in   Education    each   year.      This   textbook-­example   of   a  
public/private   partnership   recognizes   outstanding   teachers   in   the   region   each   year  with   public  
acclaim  and  CASH  awards.    Two  teachers  (K-­6  and  6-­12),  chosen  by  a  panel  of  peer  judges,  are  
awarded  $25,000  each  (funded  by  The  McGlothlin  Foundation)  to  use  for  international  travel  and  
classroom  enhancement  activities.    This  unique  partnership  has  awarded  more  than  $500,000  in  
private  money  to  Virginia s  best  teachers  over  the  past  decade.      
  
BLUE   RIDGE   PBS Services   Grant   directly   offsets   operational   expenses   and  
allows   us   to   provide   direct   services   to   40%   of   the   citizens   of   Virginia.      This   includes   the  
transmission   and   distribution   of   BLUE   RIDGE   PBS two   24/7   program   services   and   the  
production  of  local  programs  such  as  our  Emmy  award-­winning  series   JobQuest   which  helped  
match   job   seekers   with   jobs   in   SW   Virginia   for   fifteen   months   during   the   height   of   the  
recession.      It   also   assists   us   in   the   production   of   HealthQuest,   The   McGlothlin   Teacher  
Awards,  and  award-­winning  documentaries  like   Virginia  In  The  Civil  War.     The  CSG  also  
helps   defray   expenses   related   to   community   outreach   efforts   like   BLUE   RIDGE   PBS
Dinosaur   Day    in   Danville.      We   brought   in   PBS   character   Buddy   the   Dinosaur    to   the  
Danville   Science   Center   to   highlight   the   Center s   dinosaur   exhibit.   Our   event   attracted  more  
parents   and  children   to   the  Center   than  any  other   activity   in   its  history.  Elimination   (or  even  
further  reduction)  of  the  CSG  would  force  us  to  curtail  local  services  such  as  these.  


