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graduated AYGS programs
• On average, 80% of AYGS 
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• Three full-day programs; 16 shared-

time programs

• On average, 2,000 students 
graduate each year from AYGS

• Since 1986, ̴ 25,000 students have 
graduated AYGS programs

• On average, 80% of AYGS 
graduates attend instate colleges

• Three full-day programs; 16 shared-
time programs



September 26, 2013
5

AYGS FundingAYGS Funding
• Based on student enrollment by 

division and the funded state per 
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NSF StudyNSF Study
• Examined adolescent completion in 

STEM degreed programs in college

• 25 specialized SMT schools from 
across the country were included; 
among those were five AYGS schools:
 New Horizons Governor’s School for Science and Technology
 Roanoke Valley Governor’s School for Science and Technology
 Shenandoah Valley Governor’s School for Arts and Science
 Southwest Virginia Governor’s School for Science, Mathematics, 

and Technology
 Thomas Jefferson High School for Science & Technology
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NSF Study ResultsNSF Study Results

• 49.8% percent of specialized SMT 
high school graduates completed 
a STEM undergraduate degree
 This is more than double the 

national average of 22.6%
 no significant difference in outcome 

based on type of school 
(residential, shared-time, full-day, or 
school within a school)

• 49.8% percent of specialized SMT 
high school graduates completed 
a STEM undergraduate degree
 This is more than double the 

national average of 22.6%
 no significant difference in outcome 

based on type of school 
(residential, shared-time, full-day, or 
school within a school)



September 26, 2013
14

AYGS differs from 
Governor’s Academies

AYGS differs from 
Governor’s Academies

• AYGS advanced-level 
curriculum with appropriate 
differentiation for gifted 
learners

• Students graduate to 4-year 
institutions

• AYGS advanced-level 
curriculum with appropriate 
differentiation for gifted 
learners

• Students graduate to 4-year 
institutions



September 26, 2013
15

Questions?Questions?

Please contact 
Dr. Donna L. Poland
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