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MEASURING 
STUDENT GROWTH WHY DOES VIRGINIA NEED A NEW SYSTEM?

Figure 1: SOL Innovation Committee’s Proposed Framework for Assessing 
Student Learning, Revised 10/29/15
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MEASURING 
STUDENT GROWTH WHY DOES VIRGINIA NEED A NEW SYSTEM?

1. Incorporate more assessments (SOL, Alternative Assessments, PSAT, SAT)
2. Incorporate more students

1. Those with missing prior test scores
2. Those within performance bands

3. Provide seamless growth measures as tests continue to change over time
4. Provide more diagnostic feedback to educators about their programs, 

practices, curriculum, etc.
5. Provide predictive information about student performance in order to guide 

course placement, intervene and enrich sooner
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MEASURING 
STUDENT GROWTH A DIFFERENT PICTURE OF STUDENT LEARNING

Achievement Growth

Source: www.tvaas.sas.com Public Tennessee 2015 data by school for TCAP Reading across grades 4-8. 
Each dot is a school in TN.
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MEASURING 
STUDENT GROWTH A MORE COMPLETE PICTURE OF STUDENT LEARNING

Source: www.tvaas.sas.com Public Tennessee 2015 data by school for TCAP Reading across grades 4-8. 
Each dot is a school in TN. Red dots represent Shelby County/Memphis District.
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SAS EVAAS TWO KEY METRIC TYPES

The intent is to answer two key questions:
1. How much have educational entities influenced student progress in the past?
2. How likely are students to be successful in the future?

Value-Added Metrics Student Projections
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SAS EVAAS
SAMPLE REPORT COMPARING SCHOOLS WITHIN A DISTRICT
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SAS EVAAS
SAMPLE REPORT FOCUSING ON A SINGLE SCHOOL’S GROWTH
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DIGGING DEEPER TO LOOK FOR TRENDS WITH 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF STUDENTS

SAS EVAAS
SAMPLE REPORT
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EVAAS PROJECTION 
SAMPLE REPORT STUDENT PROJECTION REPORT
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EVAAS PROJECTION 
SAMPLE REPORT GROUP-LEVEL PROJECTIONS FOR ENTERING STUDENTS
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MEASURING 
STUDENT GROWTH PROPOSED PATHS

Pilot- FY 2016
• VDOE to select a mix of pilot divisions/schools with up to 60,000 tested students
• Consult VDOE on model selection, business rules, and growth expectations
• Collect, clean, analyze data 
• Build web application with reporting at division, school, subject/grade, and student levels
• Deliver reflective student growth and diagnostic measures, individual and group projections
• $150K included in Governor’s budget

Statewide Implementation- FY 2017
• 133#1s (DOE/COO) Student Assessment Growth Model – SB30 (McDougle) 
• Enable execution of SOL Innovation Committee Recommendations (#2,3e,5a,6) to Incorporate growth measures into 

School Accreditation and School Performance Report Cards 
• Develop Advanced Analytical Model to measure student growth at division, school, and subject/grade levels
• Use Student Projections for student placement decisions in Algebra I an Advanced Placement coursework
• Anticipate $2.5M to be offset by anticipated cost savings from reduction in SOL tests in FY 2018.
• Anticipate elimination of Algebra Readiness testing in FY2019 – additional cost savings
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Growth Models
• Parents of students ranging from the 

gifted to those with special needs want 
to know if their child is learning and 
growing. 

• Teachers long to celebrate not just a 
point in time test score, but how much 
individual children have progressed in 
their classroom. 

• Virginia’s approach to assessment was 
not meeting these needs in Salem
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MAP Value Added Growth Data for Reading



Authentic Measures of 
Individual Student Growth

In SCS, we measure our success, 
not by SOL pass rates, but by 
adding value to every child.

By measuring the growth of every 
individual child, the reporting 

groups are inherently, 
simultaneously addressed  



Performance by Group 



Trust matters!  Use data as a 
flashlight…not a hammer!

Must have multiple measures 
over multiple years

© Alan Seibert



Thank you!  

Questions?

H. Alan Seibert
aseibert@salem.k12.va.us


