
 

 

DRS Mission 

In partnership with people with disabilities and 
their families, the Virginia Department of 
Rehabilitative Services collaborates with the 
public and private sectors to provide and 
advocate for the highest quality services that 
empower individuals with disabilities to 
maximize their employment, independence and 
full inclusion into society. 
 

Jim Rothrock, DRS Commissioner, January 19, 2009                
Senate Finance HHR Subcommittee  

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
DRS Funding Overview                  GF                 NGF 
  
Vocational Rehab Services                       6.7m          60.6m  

• Served last year 28,600 with more than 4,000 finding sustained career 
opportunities. 

  
Community Based Services                    20.2m        2.4m 

• Contracts for CILs, Brain Injury Network, and DSBs managed. 
  
Disability Determination Services            936k          39.2m 

• 77,000+ claims, 30,000+ accepted bringing more than $74m into 
Commonwealth. 

• 98% of the 440 Expedited claims were processed within 7 days.  
 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center 6m   20.8m 

• Served last year 2,484. 
• 70% of training grads are employed within 1 year of exit. 

 
Administration & Support Services          34k         17m 

• 1,063 MEL      40+ statewide offices 
  
Total Agency      33.9m   140m 
Grand Total        174m  
            
 
Annual Budget Reductions in GF     3.6m 
 



 
 
 
Proposed Budget Reductions—Employment Services 
Organizations 
 
Long Term Employment Support Services 
 

• Total funds—$5.1m  
• 73 vendors 
• Number of Consumers—2632 
• Average cost per consumer—$1100 individual model / $5000 group 

model 
• Allocations range—$180k to $961 
• Proposed reduction—$777k  
• Reductions range—$50k to $127 
• Potential Consumers Impacted—591 

 
 
Extended Employment Services 
 

• Total funds—$3.2m  
• 40 vendors 
• Number of Consumers served—577 
• Average cost per consumer—$5100 
• Allocations range—$317k to $4k 
• Proposed reduction—$480k 
• Reductions range—$61k to $627 
• Potential Consumers Impacted—94 

 



 
 
Proposed Budget Reductions—Vocational Rehab Services 
 

• Total funds—$69m (4:1 federal to state matching program) 
• Clients being served currently—18,000+ 
• Customer Satisfaction (FY 08—80+% positive)  
• Average cost per consumer—$1,350   
• Proposed reduction—$422k  
• Waiting List—1,573(FY08 625; 140% increase with projected total 

7/09—2000) 
 

Order of Selection 
 
Required by the federal Rehabilitation Act when the VR agency has 
insufficient resources to provide the full range of services to all eligible 
clients; instituted 2004 with at least one category remaining open.  
 
Due to above cut, all categories closed (11/15/08) and funds directed to 
those currently on caseloads; others placed on waiting list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Proposed Budget Reallocation for Services to Consumers 
 
Reallocates $519,362 used to support administrative functions of the 
Disability Service Boards (DSBs) to the department’s Vocational 
Rehabilitation (VR) program.  This will eliminate all funds provided to DSBs 
used for administrative functions.  Appropriation Act language has been 
included to override the mandate for localities to establish and maintain 
DSBs.  The reallocation of funding will allow the department to address a 
growing waiting list of clients 24 years old and younger.  The waiting list for 
VR services is expected to reach 1800 by July 1, 2009. 
 
Factors considered for DSB reduction:  
 

• Centers for Independent living have almost doubled; 
• Brain Injury programming now exceeds $3m with 12 expanded or 

new programs; 
• DRS Personal Assistance Services (attendant care) program now 

tops $2m; 
• Planning & Needs Assessment initiatives are routinely executed by 

the Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) and the Virginia 
Board for People with Disabilities as required by federal guidance; 

• Transportation expansions have at their core specialized transit and 
paratransit; and 

• There are new efforts to offer housing modification funds to those 
in need through local housing authorities and other venues. 

 
DSBs will continue to serve localities, but without state level support or 
responsibilities, and DRS plans to open at least one category effective 7/1/09 
to respond to clients on waiting list who are eligible for VR services.  



 


