
Presentation to Senate Finance Subcommittee on Health And Human Resources
10th Floor, January 26, 2009

General Assembly Building, Richmond, Virginia
by W. E. Sivertson, Jr. (President)

Parents and Friends of Southeastern Virginia Training Center (SEVTC), Inc.

Introduction
• I’m Gene Sivertson, President of Parents & Friends of SEVTC, Inc., Speaking on Behalf of the Parents Group and Residents. (Brochure Attached #1)
• The Governor’s Proposal To Close Southeastern On June 30th of 2009 is Unrealistic, and Inhumane.
• Planning Specificity is Nonexistent, and Appropriate  Community Placement Does Not Exist. (Attached # 2)

Losses
• Closing SEVTC Will Deny Olmstead Choice and Will Result in Residents Losing Lives.  (Attached # 4, #8)
• Closing SEVTC Will Result in 522 (As Of 1-5-09) Individuals Losing Their Jobs.
• Closing SEVTC Will Not Save Money, but Will Increase Cost to Virginian Tax Payers. (VOR Cost Attachment #3)
• SEVTC is a Profit Center for the DMHMRSAS.  The Profits Support Mental Health Facilities Not Mental Retardation Facilities. Closing SEVTC Will Lose This Profit. 
(SEVTC Fiscal Office Data Attached #4)
• Closing SEVTC Will Deny the Community System of Its RCSC (Regional Community Service Center) Safety Net.

Renovations
• SEVTC is Safe, Secure, and Is Not In Need of Significant Repairs.
• Recently Over $8M Has Been Invested In: All New Roofs, Kitchen Additions (Building Addition,  High Performance Kitchen Equipment, Cook/Chill Food Handling 
System,  Parking Lots, and Food Delivery Trucks), New Air-conditioning Systems, and Initiation of the Installation of a Heat Pump System for All Cottages.

Model Small Facility
• SEVTC is Not a Large Institution. It is a Residential Campus of 20 Small Cottages Clustered In Groups of 4 With a Common Courtyard For Outdoor Picnics and Other 
Activities. (SEVTC Photo Attached #5)
• Each Cottage Has 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bath Rooms, Foyer, Laundry Room, Kitchen, Dining Room and Living/Family Room.
• These Cottages Are Home To The Residents, and Provide the Least Restrictive , Most Integrated , and
Safest Environment for the Residents and Their Long Time Friends and Care Givers. (SEVTC Photo Attached #5)

• SEVTC Is a Full Service ICF/MR (Intermediate Care Facility for Mental Retardation) (Attachment #1).
• Community ICF/MR are Waivered Service Facilities, and Do Not Provide the Full Care Services Required By The SEVTC Residents. (VOR Community not Cheaper 
Attached #6)

Remarks
• On a Petition, 11,116 Virginians Have Said “Do Not Close SEVTC ”. All Over Virginia, Citizens Say “No” To Closing SEVTC! (Petition Form Attached #7) 
• Risking the Lives of Our Most Vulnerable  Citizens to Balance the Budget Or To Advance An Ideology Is Always Wrong (Attachment # 8).
• Appropriate Level of Care is the Issue, Not Simply Housing, and Not An “All In Community” Ideology. (Attachments # 9, #10, #11) 

• Request (Please)
• Reject Governor Kaine’s Budget Proposal To Close SEVTC, and
• Provide Funding to Keep SEVTC Open and Serving Its 175 Residents.(VOR Statement 1-14-09 Attached)

Submitted By: Parents & Friends of SEVTC, Inc.      Contact: W. E. Sivertson, Jr., President      (757)898-6712     1-26-09
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