
36 years ago, doctors told Ellen Sears to put her son, David, in an 
institution and focus on her two older children. Instead, she took 
David home and began the very intense work of raising a child 
with a severe disability.   
  
In 1979, a doctor referred her to a very new program, Parent Edu-
cation-Infant Development (PE-ID), through Rappahannock Area 
Community Services Board (RACSB).  David and Ellen received in-
tensive services that assured David a more normal development. 
Five years later, such early-intervention services would become 
more typical, and a few years after that, federal law would mandate 
them.  But, in 1979, they were rare.  

In high school, when cerebral palsy kept him from his dream of playing football, David 
studied the Redskin’s Coach Gibbs’ strategies and used what he learned to help his team, 
the Chancellor Chargers, as an honorary coach. He tutored players in math, inspired 
them to return to the field after inju-
ries, and kept their spirits up with 
practical jokes and a sunny spirit. 
 
Today, next to David's diploma from 
Germanna Community College, a 
framed letter from former State 
Senator Edd Houck congratulates 
him on finishing school.   
 
At the 2009 RACSB PE-ID 30th anni-
versary reunion, David, a member of 
the first “graduating class” in 1979, 
and now a successful business own-
er, shared his story and appreciation 
for the program.  David today, with his computer equipment, where he creates T-shirts and logos  

 for his business, Wheely Designs. 

 
SUPPORT $5.5 Million budget items 315 2h O’Bannon and 315 6s 

Howell to address the increased numbers of infants/toddlers 
(52%) who qualify for PART C Early Intervention Services that pro-
vide long-term results in reduced costs in schools, healthcare and  

juvenile justice.  



I m p o r t a n t  F a c t s   

P a r t  C / E a r l y  I n t e r v e n t i o n  S e r v i c e s  f o r  I n f a n t s  a n d  T o d d l e r s  w i t h   

D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s  o r  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D e l a y s  

 

 Federal Program: Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that utilizes fed-
eral, state, and local funds as well as Medicaid, fees from families, or private insurance.  (Under fed-
eral law, families are not obligated to utilize private insurance although many do.)  Services are tar-
geted to babies and toddlers, ages 0-3. 

 
 Developmental services are administered, based on referral and eligibility, by Local Lead Agencies 

(LLAs): 30 are CSBs and the other 10 are Health Departments, Divisions of Education in localities, 
local government, or state-supported universities. 

 
 Infants and toddlers are eligible to receive Part C early intervention services who have a 25% delay 

in at least one of the five major areas of development, who have a diagnosed condition that will 
likely result in developmental delay, and/or who have atypical development as assessed by a clini-
cian. 

 
 Developmental therapeutic services are provided by occupational therapists, physical therapists, 

speech and hearing therapists, feeding specialists and other public and private providers who are 
skilled in provision of these services to infants. Families also receive education and care coordina-
tion through the Local lead Agencies (LLAs). 

 
 Services are mandated to be provided in “natural environments”, which typically will be home, and 

help to “coach” families in creating positive environments for their children. 
 
 Within the past 3 years, legislation was passed to include referrals to Part C of infants born prema-

turely and/or with extended stays in the NICU after birth. 
 
 Between 2007 and 2012, the number of infants and toddlers served by Local Lead Agencies increased 

52% statewide.  Last year, LLAs served a record 15,676 infants/toddlers in the Part C program. 
 
 The cost per child per year averages at $3936 considering all cost offsets of public and private insur-

ance and sliding scale family fees.   
 
 In 2004, State funds for Part C/Early Intervention Services increased by $2.3 M.  ARRA funds later 

made up the budget gap but those funds are not available. 
 
 Since July 1, 2012, the LLAs have been managing from an $8.5 M deficit.  Each LLA has had to adopt 

strategies to manage the budget that results in some instances of federal non-compliance and, more 
importantly, waiting lists and service level restrictions. 

 
 The deficit was calculated at $8.5 M as of February of 2012.  Governor McDonnell has placed $3 M in 

each year of the biennium to assist with the deficit but an additional $5.5 M  must be funded if the 
Part C program is to continue with these highly beneficial services. The $5.5M already accounts for 
efficiencies in the system. 

 
 Fully 20% of infants/toddlers who receive Part C adequate services avoid developmental delays and 

exit the program needing no Special Education. Those who require Special Ed need less intensive 
services than those children who have not received Part C services.  Health costs over the lifetime 
have found to be lower in children who have received Part C services. 

 
 0-3 is the age of rapid brain development-babies can’t wait for these services. 
 

For additional information: Mary Ann Bergeron, mabergeron@vacsb.org 

mailto:mabergeron@vacsb.org�
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