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Child Care in Virginia 
• Access 

– In “centers”- non-profit, proprietary, and faith based 
– In “homes”- licensed when serving 6 or more children 
– “Informal”- relatives, nannies, babysitters, etc.  
 

• Cost  
– Average cost is more than in-state college tuition 
– 13,400 families a month receive assistance; Wait List of 10-11,000 

families 
 

• Quality 
– Licensed programs serve as foundation 
– Local ordinance permitted programs in NoVa 
– Fledging Quality Rating System/VA Star Quality Initiative  
– Other professional development resources 





The Loophole- Unlicensed Home 
Based Child Care <6 Kids 

- If these providers become licensed they would 
be required to: 
- Complete a background check (possibly 

fingerprint) 
- Complete 16 hours of training per year including 

CPR and safe sleep 
- 2 unannounced visits to monitor health and safety 



Children impacted by proposal to link 
child care subsidy and licensing 

Percent of Children 
Child Care Centers- inspected 67% 
Home Day Care- inspected 8% 
Local Ordinance Approved- inspected 4% 
Religious Exempt Centers- not inspected 11% 
Home Day Care- registered & not 
inspected 5% 
Unregulated- not inspected 4% 
Subsidy Children in Inspected Care 
Arrangements 80% 
Subsidy Children in Care Arrangements 
Not Inspected 20% 



The Opportunity- Protect All Kids 

Anyone in the business of providing child care 
meets health and safety requirements 
Step 1: Implement fingerprint background check 

(SB 1168-Hanger)  
 
Step 2: Reduce the threshold for home day care 

providers (SB 818-Favola); Phase-in by asking 
providers to give notice 

 
Step 3: Make safety the first step to continuous 

quality improvement for all child care providers 
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