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Numbers of Credentials Awarded in 
US, 2008 and 2012

Certificates 
of less than 

1‐year

Certificates 
of 1 but less 
than 2‐
years

Associate's 
degree

Bachelor's 
degree

Master's 
degree

2008 265,454  183,483  732,432  1,554,843  625,002 

2012 337,870  286,825  1,017,446  1,787,598  754,229 

Growth 27.3% 56.3% 38.9% 15.0% 20.7%
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Sub‐Baccalaureate Credentials
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completers who keep thingsworking are high paid
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completers who keep people working are also high paid
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The Added Value of Technical Degrees for Graduates of Two‐Year 
Community Colleges Virginia 
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Bachelor’s Degree

9



$26,185
$27,129
$27,751
$27,806
$28,376
$28,439
$28,820
$28,913
$29,980
$30,621
$30,621
$31,036
$31,073
$31,191
$31,454
$31,825
$32,003
$32,523

$34,271
$34,571
$34,677
$35,224
$36,067
$36,571
$37,467

$38,763
$38,830
$38,914
$38,957
$39,549
$39,648

$41,153
$43,442

$44,920
$56,400

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000

Hollins University
Emory and Henry College
Virginia Intermont College

Ferrum College
Virginia Union University

Sweet Briar College
Virginia State University

Bridgewater College
University of Virginia's College at Wise

Hampden‐Sydney College
Randolph‐Macon College
Virginia Wesleyan College

Longwood University
Christopher Newport University

Norfolk State University
Radford University
Lynchburg College

Mary Baldwin College
University of Mary Washington

College of William and Mary
Virginia Commonwealth University

James Madison University
ALL INSTITUTIONS

Old Dominion University
Shenandoah University

Eastern Mennonite University
Regent University

Virginia Military Institute
Virginia Tech

Marymount University
University of Virginia

George Mason University
Bluefield College

University of Richmond
Jefferson College of Health Sciences

Average First Year Wages of Bachelor Degree Graduates, Virginia

10



Bachelor’s Degree Graduates From Many Institutions Earn Roughly the Same 
in Colorado
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All are EngineeringThree are liberal arts
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Master’s Degree
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Range of Master’s Degrees Earnings: Top and Bottom Three Institutions
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$43k
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Even at Master’s level, liberal arts lag
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Lessons Learned

• Subbaccalaureate credentials can pay off
• Where you study matters 

– But there are many paths into the labor market 
besides state flagships

• What you study matters more

21



A final caution
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